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EUROPEAN COMMISSION SETS SIGHT ON COUNTERFEIT AND PIRACY HOTSPOTS 
 
On 7 December 2018, the European Commission published a new Counterfeit and Piracy Watch List. 
This list names websites and physical marketplaces outside the EU that are reported to engage in, 
facilitate or benefit from substantial counterfeiting and piracy. These activities undermine intellectual 
property rights of EU companies and creators, harm businesses and jobs and risk consumer’s health 
and safety. 
 
The Watch List aims to encourage the operators of these marketplaces, local enforcement authorities 
and governments to take action to crack down on intellectual property abuse. It also aims at making 
EU citizens aware of the environmental, product safety and other risks of purchasing from problematic 
markets. 
 
The list has four focus areas:  
 

-       websites providing copyright-protected content; 
-       e-commerce platforms; 
-       physical marketplaces; and 
-       online pharmacies, to which a specific chapter is devoted in order to highlight the growing 

problem of fake medicines sold on the internet and the health risks to citizens.  
 
According to the European Union Intellectual Property Office and the OECD, trade in counterfeit and 
pirated products amounts annually to around EUR 338 billion worldwide. The European Union is 
particularly affected, with counterfeit and pirated products amounting up to around 5% of all imports or 
as much as EUR 85 billion a year. 
 
This initiative is part of the Commission’s strategy announced in the 2017 Communication “A balanced 
intellectual property enforcement system responding to today’s societal challenges”. This 
Communication presented the whole range of measures to ensure that intellectual property rights of 
European companies are well protected in the EU and beyond. The Commission's approach is, in 
particular, to target those involved in commercial-scale infringements of intellectual property rights 
depriving them of the revenue flows that make their activity lucrative. The Commission also 
strengthens its efforts to fight infringements at a global scale by promoting best practices and stepping 
up co-operation with countries outside the EU. 
 
The Watch List is the result of the input received during a public consultation process in which 
respondents reported a number of websites and physical marketplaces that allegedly engage in, 
facilitate or benefit from counterfeiting and piracy. The Commission will update the list every two years. 
It will use the list to continue the cooperation with EU's trading partners in the framework of intellectual 
property rights dialogues and working groups and also in the framework of the ongoing technical 
cooperation programmes in China, Southeast Asia and Latin America. The Commission will also 
monitor the measures and actions taken by local authorities in relation to the listed marketplaces as 
well as the measures and actions taken by the operators and marketplace owners to curb intellectual 
property infringements. 
 
The Counterfeit and Piracy Watch List is available via this link.  
 
We inform you about this topic, given the fact that counterfeit may occurs in the sector of dental 
devices and may therefore be of interest to you. 
 
We hope this information is useful. You should not hesitate to contact us should you have any 
questions or require further information.  



 
Kind regards, 
 
Sarah – Evi 
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